
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Twenty-Eight: Jesus’ Early Ministry 
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John 1:35-42; 2:1-12; 2:13-22; 3:1-18; 4:4-26
A
fter  Jesus’ temptation five men who would become His apostles first met Jesus.  Two of them, Andrew (and probably John) were told by John the Baptist that Jesus was “the Lamb of God” (John 1:36). Andrew brought his brother Simon to Jesus. Jesus nicknamed him Cephas or Peter (John 1:42). The next day Philip and Nathaniel also met Jesus (John 1:43-51).

The first miracle which is recorded that Jesus did took place in Cana. At a wedding feast, Jesus changed water into wine when the host ran out of drink for his guests (John 2:1-12).  It is important to understand that in Scripture wine can refer to grape juice as well as fermented drink. In this miracle  Jesus was not encouraging  wild and drunken behavior but simply refreshment. 

On the first Passover which John records, Jesus went up to Jerusalem and had two important encounters. First, when He went into the temple, He saw the wicked and dishonest moneychangers who were selling animals in the temple courts for sacrifices. In anger, Jesus drove them out of the temple and turned-over their tables (John 2:13-22). Jesus did a number of miracles in Jerusalem which led some to believe in Him. At night a leader of the Jews named Nicodemus came to Him privately. Jesus taught him some of the most beautiful doctrines of the Christian faith. Jesus told him, “unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John  3:3). Nicodemus thought Jesus was talking about physical birth, but instead He was talking about the spiritual rebirth which comes in following Jesus (John 3:1-18).

Jesus, like John had his disciples baptize near in the Jordan (John 3:22-23). Regarding Jesus, John taught his own disciples, that Jesus, “must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).  In the strong preparatory message of John, he had rebuked king Herod for unscripturally taking his brother Philip’s wife. Because of this rebuke he was imprisoned (Mark 9:17-20). When Jesus learned of this He returned to Galilee (Matt. 4:12). 

On his way back to Galilee, Jesus passed through Samaria.  The Samaritans were viewed by the Jews of Judea and Galilee with contempt. They had once built a temple on Mt. Gerizim and followed only the first five books of the Old Testament. Many Jesus would not even speak to Samaritans (John 4:9). Yet, when Jesus came to Jacob’s well at Sychar He talked with a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. As He talked with her He revealed that He knew the good and bad things which she had done (John 4:4-26). As they spoke Jesus went on to tell the woman some power things. First, He told her that He could give her “living water” (John 4:10). Like Nicodemus, she thought He was talking about physical things, but He was speaking of His words as the way to eternal life. Next, He told her about God’s nature and desire for man (John 4:19-24). Finally, when the woman refer to the coming of the Messiah (or Christ) Jesus told her, “I who speak to you am He” (John 4:26). With this He identified Himself as the Messiah—the Anointed One of God.
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	28
	Proverbs 19
	Proverbs 21-22
	Proverbs 23
	Proverbs 24-25
	Proverbs 26
	Proverbs 27-28
	Proverbs 29


Study Questions
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1.  What had John previously said about Jesus as the “Lamb of God” before he spoke to the two disciples (John 1:29)?
2.  What does the name “Cephas” (or “Peter”) mean (John 1:42)?

3.  What did Jesus say to his mother when she told him they had run out of wine (John 2:3-4)?


What might this have meant?


4. Explain the phrase “born of the water and of the Spirit” in John 3:5?

5.  To what is Jesus referring when He says He (the “Son of Man”) will be “lifted up”  (John 3:14)?
 
6.  What did John tell Herod about his unscriptural marriage (Matt. 14:4)?


Would not the same be true for unscriptural marriages today?

7.  What did Jesus tell the woman at the well which showed that He knew all things about her life (John 4:15-18)?

8.  Explain the phrase in John 4:24 we “must worship in spirit and truth” in John 4:24?

How might we fail to do this?

9.  Who does Jesus say that He is in John 4:26?

Key Passage: “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to Him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?’  Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:3-5, NKJV). 
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